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Agenda 
 
 

Regular Meeting: March 5, 2024 
 
Minutes of February 5, 2024 Meeting  
 
Treasurer’s Report:   
 
Correspondence:  We received a March Elks Club Newsletter, Newsletter from 
Northern NY Community Foundation, several emails and two magazines 
 

Committee Reports:  DBA List for January is received and letters went out to 
Lapoint’s Contracting of Hermon, Yesteryears and Northview Farms or Hammond, 
Peaceful Finances with Mickael and Hair Doktor of Gouverneur.    

 

Old Business: Sign Update 
 
 

New Business:    
        Discuss a Letter Inviting New Business to Gouverneur -  
        Bench in Village Park in Memory of Past Chamber Directors 
        Membership Underway – Reminders went out again Thurs, Feb 22nd    
        Solar Eclipse Event in April?        
        Banquet Continued Planning – Award of Merit Nominees coming in 
        Gardenshare Meeting on 2/26 & met new Market Manager 
        Advertise in Local Food Guide? 
        Advertise in GHS Deanonian? 
        Flag Day – No Crafters but Friends doing couple ‘events’       
        Business of the Month March:  Stepping Stone Counseling Center 
        Students of Month of February:  Elaina Raven of Education & Human 

Services and Korrina Jaquish of Pharmacy Technician         
 
Next meeting:  April 1st  

http://www.gouverneurchamber.net/


Gouverneur Chamber of Commerce 
53 Herm Towne Road 

Gouverneur, New York 13642 
315-287-0331 

Minutes of February 5, 2024 Meeting 

 

 

The February 2024 meeting of the Chamber of Commerce was called to order at 
12:00 by President Tim Reddick.  Attendees (in person and on Zoom) were Executive 
Director Donna Besaw, Directors Connie Stowell, Ray Babowicz, CJ Fitzgerald, 
Melissa Simione, Brooke Plowman and Shari Barnhart.   

The minutes of the January meeting were approved by a motion from Connie and 
seconded by Ray.          

Executive Director Donna Besaw gave the treasurer’s report with dues, advertising 
and donations received of $2,080 and expenses totaled $1,177 leaving a balance of 
$13,499 in the checking account with $12,324 as Chamber share and $1,175 in Eldon 
Conklin memorial fund.     

Correspondence:  Donna Besaw reported that the Chamber received a February 
Elks Club newsletter, 2 thank you notes from the Bowhall family for a donation and 
also for the food sent to Jim Bowhall’s wake and we received several emails and a 
magazine. 

Committee Reports:  The DBA list for January is not yet received 

Old Business:  Plans for Welcome to Gouverneur Sign were discussed as BOCES 
needed the ‘building plans’.  Tim will follow up with the BOCES teacher as it is 
simply a 4 X 8-foot sign.   

New Business:  Bench or Tree in Memory of Past Chamber Directors was again 
discussed.  It was decided that we will do a cement bench in the village park but are 
waiting for more information as to what the village renovations to the park will be.  
We may do a different color bench and have a plaque installed but will address this 
topic again at our next meeting when possibly the mayor will be in attendance.  
Membership is Underway and a second mailing went out as the membership page 
was omitted from the original mailing.  It also served as a ‘reminder’ of when the 



dues are due.  It was discussed that another reminder go out as the deadline draws 
closer and Shari said she could send an email to all members that have not yet paid.  
It was decided that about a week before the deadline – we remind the businesses 
that have not yet joined.  Award of Merit has been advertised on our website and 
in our newsletter that went out.  Tim made the motion to do a Facebook boost of $15 
advertising the award and also to run an ad in the Tribune Press.  Ray seconded 
and all were in favor.  Banquet Planning:  Connie said the Elks Club is reserved for 
May 1st and we can get quotes on dinner prices at the end of March.  That will give 
us ample time to print our dinner tickets and start selling.  Bigger tickets will be 
ordered this year as last year they were quite small.  Committee Assignments were 
discussed and brought up to date.  A new updated list will be handed out at next 
meeting.  A new Project that CJ and Brooke have been working on is to try and 
encourage a business to Gouverneur that sells clothes and other household items.  
Possibly TJ Maxx, Homegoods, Marshalls etc.  She said they had gotten some 
addresses and phone numbers but wanted to be sure it was okay to show the 
Chamber was behind the search.  CJ will draft a letter that will be sent out and 
present it to the chamber directors before sending it.  Tim also mentioned the store 
Runnings and another option may be the stores that buy Amazon returned and 
opened goods – and sell them in a brick & mortar store.  He will again check into the 
LL Bean boot coming to Gouverneur.  Eclipse on April 8th at 3:20 PM was brought 
up by Ray.  He wondered if there may be an opportunity to boost traffic and 
visitors in Gouverneur by hosting a ‘viewing party’ or something similar.  He 
wondered if the village already had something planned and nobody in attendance 
knew that answer.  The fairgrounds may be a good site if we were to do something.  
Everyone was urged to think about possible events and to bring it to the March 
meeting.  Business of the Month of February is Northern Financial Services and 
the Students of the Month of January were Kaden Schiszler of Metalworking 
Technology and Elizabeth Jenne of Automotive Technology.  The next chamber 
meeting is March 4th, and this meeting was adjourned at 12:48 by Connie. 

       Respectfully submitted: 

 

       Donna Besaw 
       Executive Director 
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